
 

A Note from the Principal 
Dear Sandersville Families, 

We are excited to be back at school. 2019 is off to a great 
start. As we move into the new year, we are looking forward 
to adding over 200 chromebooks to our school, Read Across 
America Week, and a special Earth Day Celebration.   

We have spent the first few days of the semester reviewing 
expectations with our students. Our teachers are sharing 
engaging lesson and students are producing quality work.   

As important as routines are at school, the same is true at 
home.  Most students have homework or reading 
assignments each night. Help your child succeed by clearly 
communicating regarding nightly expectations. Many 
children find it helpful to have a routine including when 
homework or reading needs to be complete, a designated 
space to do the work, and what to do if they need assistance. 
You may also want to consider providing a healthy snack and 
time outside or physical activity into your child’s nightly 
routine. 

We are partners in the success of your children. If there is 
ever anything we can do to assist, do not hesitate to reach 
out to your teacher or call the front office so we can connect 
you with the staff member or group that can provide the 
support needed. We look forward to working together to 
make 2019 the best year yet! 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Marsh, Sandersville Principal 

Guidance Counselor Added 
As part of the Safety Plan recently passed by FCPS, an 
increased focused on mental health means Sandersville is 
adding a guidance counselor. The District Mental Health 

Specialist (DMHS) interview committee screened 96 
applicants and interviewed 65 applicants. Ashlee Heeman has 
been assigned to Sandersville. She will begin on January 10.  

Mrs. Heeman has been working in the counseling field since 
2004 and for the past 5 years has worked as a school 
counselor in the Franklin County School District. She has 
stated, “I am excited to work with your student this year! I 
will be providing individual and group counseling for 
students, collaborating with school staff and community 
representatives to assess students’ needs, and working with 
families to increase positive emotional well-being among 
students. I am looking forward to working at Sandersville in 
an effort to ensure that your student has a successful school 
year!” 

Mrs. Heeman earned a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from 
Purdue University, a Master’s degree in Education from 
Indiana University, and completed her Rank 1 in Counseling 
from Eastern Kentucky University. Ashlee and her husband 
have been living in Lexington for 7 years and have an 8 
month old son. In her free time, she enjoys running, reading, 
and cooking. 

Sandersville Improvement Plan 
Each year, staff members and the Sandersville SBDM review 
multiple points of data to make an improvement plan. Data 
including KPREP, MAP, Brigance, and survey results are 
used to develop next steps. KDE requires specific goals in 
certain areas. Annual goals that our SBDM approved for 
submission to the state include: 

● Increase proficiency in combined Reading and Math 
from 67% to 70.3% by 2018-2019 as measured by 
state-required academic assessments. 

● Increase proficiency in separate academic indicators 
(Science, Social Studies, and Writing) from 56% to 

Monthly Shark Tales are sent electronically. Please make sure email addresses in Infinite Campus are 

accurate and up to date. 



60.4% by 2018-2019 as measured by state-required 
academic assessments. 

● Increase proficiency in combined Reading and Math 
for students that qualify for Free and Reduced 
Lunch from 58% to 62% by 2018-2019 as measured 
by state-required academic assessments. 

● Decrease the percentage of all students progressing 
from the growth indicator of Less than Catch Up to 
Catch Up from 24% to 21.5% in reading and 42% to 
38%  in math by 2019 as measured by state required 
assessments. 

● Increase the percentage of students who are 
“transition ready” in reading from 72% On Track to 
75% AND in math from 62% to 66% by the year 
2019, as measured by reaching grade level 
benchmarks on a district selected assessment, MAP 
ACT Projected Proficiency. 

Morning Carriders 
Safety is our top priority. Please take a second to review our 
traffic procedures.  Two main rules to keep everyone safe 
are to utilize a parking spot if you must put your car in 
park for any reason and do not pass a vehicle at any 
time unless directed by a staff member to do so.   

In order to keep our students safe, Sandersville campus is 
closed for students, including walkers, until 7:15 AM, each 
day.  Parents need to enter from the north entrance (closest 
to Prichard) in the front. The car line may begin at the back 
of the building before 7:15, but students must remain in 
vehicles until staff members have reported for their morning 
assignment. Also, cars need to keep the bus lane clear. 

Once buses exit, the school utilizes two drop-off locations. 
The front building entrance is unavailable for drop off until 
all buses have finished unloading and pulled away from the 
building.  Please follow prompts from staff members at the 
crosswalk. There will be sufficient staff members to help at 
both areas.   

News, Notes, and Reminders 
● Transportation Changes- Afternoon dismissal and 

sending students home to the appropriate location is as 
important as anything we do. To help, please limit the 
number of changes, send a signed note the morning of 

the change, and tell your child about the change. 
Changes will not be accepted over the phone. 

● Sweet Blessings Coin Drive- Sweet Blessing provides 
birthday cakes to children that may not be able to have 
one otherwise. The drive begins 1/23. More to come.  

● Reading Counts- Between 1/4 and 2/22 students can 
read books to receive rewards at 5, 10, and 15 points.   

● Sandersville Listserv- Join our listserv by visiting the 
school page at: https://www.fcps.net/domain/8180 

● Volunteer Application Reminder- Any parent or 
guardian wanting to volunteer, help at school, or 
accompany a field trip must complete the online form. 
https://apps.fcps.net/volunteer/ 

 

Upcoming Dates 

January 7 Reading Counts Challenge Begins 

January 15          School Science Fair (Grades 4-5) 

January 17 All Pro Dads (7:00 AM) 

January 21 MLK Day- Schools Closed 

January 22 SBDM Meeting (5:00 PM); PTA (6:00 PM) 

January 23 Sweet Blessings Coin Drive Begins 

January 26          Sandersville Basketball First Game 

January 28 Attendance Challenge Begins 

February 2 District Science Fair (for school winners) 

February 18 Presidents’ Day- Schools Closed 

February 25 Book Fair (Read Across America Week) 

February 26 FRC Blood Drive (2:00); SBDM (5:00) 

February 21 Primary Showcase (1:00) 

February 22 Intermediate Showcase (1:00) 

March 15 No School- Possible Weather Makeup  

April 1 Spring Break 

April 22 Earth Day 

May 14-28 Current KPREP Testing Window 


